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Scottish Association of Neurological Sciences Annual Meeting

Held at Stirling Highland Hotel, Stirling 
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Scientific Programme Speakers

Mr Pragnesh Bhatt, Consultant Neurosurgeon, Aberdeen 

Dr Pragnesh M. Bhatt is a distinguished neurosurgeon dedicated to delivering exceptional patient care. With extensive expertise in neurosurgery, he is committed to advancing the health and well-being of his patients.  He is proficient in performing a comprehensive array of neurosurgical procedures. His specialisation includes the treatment of various spinal conditions, ensuring patients receive the highest standard of medical care.

Dr Paul Gallagher, Consultant Neurologist, Institute of Neurological Sciences, Glasgow
 
Dr Gallagher is a consultant neurologist at the Institute of Neurological Sciences, Glasgow, with subspecialty interest in multiple sclerosis (MS).  His undergraduate training was through the University of Glasgow and worked in Scotland, England and New Zealand after graduating. He completed neurology training in Glasgow and also undertook an MD in MS therapeutics during this time, including clinical trial work at the Glasgow Clinical Research Facility. He continues to participate in clinical trial work here and was awarded national fellowship funding. He is an Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer at the University of Glasgow and regularly participates in undergraduate and postgraduate teaching. He was appointed to his current consultant role in 2019 and also has a general neurology clinic and inpatient sessions at the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Paisley.

Dr Richard Davenport, Consultant Neurologist, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh

Richard qualified from Nottingham in 1987, completed general medical training in Stoke-on-Trent, moved to Edinburgh in 1992, and after his DM thesis in stroke spent a year in Australia, before returning to Edinburgh as one of the last Senior Registrars. He was appointed consultant in 1999. Whilst very much a general neurologist, he undertakes an NHS first seizure, movement disorder, and MND clinics. He was elected to the Association of British Neurologists Council in 2009, appointed Chair of the Training and Education committee in 2010, demitting in 2016. In 2019 he was appointed ABN Meetings secretary and in April 2021 elected President Elect of the ABN, beginning his term of office in 2023; after an interesting couple of years, he demitted in May 2025 and currently enjoy being Immediate Past President. He was Chair of National Advisory Committee for Neurological Conditions (Scotland) for 3 years from 2017 and Specialty Advisor to Chief Medical Officer (Neurology) 2017-2023.  Reflecting his interest in education and training, he was on the standard setting boards for the MRCP Specialty Certificate Examination (SCE) for Neurology for many years, secretary of Neurology SCE exam board until 2022 and member of the MRCP part 1 exam board 2017-2019. He organises and chairs the annual Edinburgh Neurology Course, and organise the weekly local neurology trainee teaching, including neurology book clubs. Outside of neurology, he cycles shorter distances ever more slowly; any disposable income not wasted on faster bikes and kit is gratefully absorbed by various Edinburgh Art dealers.

Professor Jon Stone, Consultant Neurologist, Royal Infirmary Edinburgh, NHS Lothian

Professor Stone is an NHS Consultant Neurologist and Honorary Professor of Neurology in Edinburgh. He has had a research interest in functional disorders in neurology since 1999.

Dr Neil Ramsay, Registrar, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde

Neil is a neurology registrar based at the QEUH in Glasgow having just finished training with interests in FND and movement disorders. Ongoing and throughout training Neil was mentored in FND by Prof Jon Stone and the rest of the Edinburgh FND research team with most recent work focused on functional visual loss. Neil has also completed subspeciality training in movement disorders in Glasgow with interests’ dystonia and Parkinson's supported by Ed Newman, Vicky Marshall and Dave Anderson. He has been a sub-investigator on several treatment trials in atypical parkinsonism and recently started as a co-investigator on the LITE programme focused on LRRK2 Parkinson's at the University of Dundee. 

Professor Adam Zeman, Honorary Professor of Neurology, University of Exeter

Prof. Zeman trained in Medicine at Oxford University Medical School, after a first degree in Philosophy and Psychology, and later in Neurology in Oxford, at The National Hospital for Neurology in Queen Square, London and Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge. He moved to Edinburgh in 1996, as a Consultant and Senior Lecturer (later Reader) in the Department of Clinical Neurosciences and to the Peninsula Medical School (now University of Exeter Medical School) in September 2005 as Professor of Cognitive and Behavioural Neurology. His specialised clinical work is in cognitive and behavioural neurology, including neurological disorders of sleep.


Sponsors

SANS 2025 Sponsors

Full sponsorship
Abbvie
Alnylam
Angelina Pharma UK-I Limited
Biocodex
Biogen
EVER
Merck
Merz
Neuraxpharm
Novartis
Organon
Pfizer
PKG Health
Teva UK Limited

Half sponsorship (Thursday)
Sanofi






[bookmark: _Hlk208144989]This meeting has been sponsored by the above pharmaceutical companies via provision of an exhibition stand.   The sponsors have had no involvement regarding the educational content nor has there been any involvement or support provided for the content, logistics, selection of venue or any other meeting arrangements.  

Programme

Thursday 6th November 2025

	1330 hrs
	Registration & refreshments

	
	

	1400 hrs
	Scientific programme 1 
Academy Suite 

	
	

	1530 hrs
	Coffee and mingle with Pharma – Maclaren Suite

	
	

	1630 hrs
	Scientific programme 2 
Academy Suite

	
	

	1830 hrs
	Scottish Neurologists/Neurophysiologists,
Business Meeting 


	1930 hrs
	Drinks reception/Dinner in Maclaren Suite 







Programme

Friday 7th November 2025

	0830 hrs 
	Registration

	
	

	0900 hrs
	Scientific programme 3 including
SANS Business Meeting
Academy Suite

	
	

	1100 hrs 
	Coffee and mingle with Pharma – 
Maclaren Suite

	
	

	1145 hrs 
	Scientific programme 4 

Closing Discussion & presentation of prizes:

Best Overall Presentation
Best Trainee Presentation

Academy Suite


	
	

	1345hrs 
	Lunch served in the Scholars Restaurant



Programme timetable

Thursday 6th November 
Session 1
Dr Kathryn Knight (Chair)
	1330
	Registration with coffee

	1400
	Spiritual Significance of Spine
Mr Pragnash Bhatt, Consultant Neurosurgeon, Aberdeen

	1430
	Routine Cerebrospinal Fluid Analysis in Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease
Dr Aino-Minerva Kortelainen, Professor Richard Knight

	1445
	Seizure related-ED attendances in NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC): Risk factors, outcomes and missed opportunities for interventions
Taha M, Marshall A, Hassett R, Todd J, MacBride-Stewart S, Laloyaux C, Radunz O, Roberts J7, Wilson JC, MacKay D, Heath CA

	1500
	LRRK2 Investigative Therapeutics Exchange (LITE) Study
 Neil Ramsay, Tiffany Stewart, Dario Alessi, Esther Sammler

	1515
	Acute Diagnosis of Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension: A Long and Winding Road 
Dr. Sana Sehar,, Dr. Michael Lowe, Dr. Pushkar Shah

	1530
	 Refreshments/Networking



Session 2
Dr Kerr Grieve (Chair)
	1630
	MS debate:  MS should only be diagnosed by an MS expert
For – Dr Paul Gallagher, Consultant Neurologist, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde
Against – Dr Richard Davenport, Consultant Neurologist, NHS Lothian

	1715
	Thyrotox Tic
Dr Aoife Norton, Dr Iain Maltman 

	1730
	A KCNT1 gene mutation and positive anti-TPO antibodies as a cause of intractable epilepsy in an adult
E.A. Mair, S. Maddineni, I. Morrison, J.I. O’Riordan

	1745
	Subacute cognitive and gait decline in a patient with psoriatic arthritis 
Su Anne Lee, Neil Watson, Maria Stavrou, Richard Davenport

	1800
	A very unusual incidentaloma - progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy in an immunocompetent patient  
Dr Neil Watson, Dr David P Breen 

	1815
	A returning traveller with an unusual brain infection 
Ma’Arij Anwar, Neil Watson, Tom Moullaali, Chris Derry 

	1830
	Association of Scottish Neurologists and Clinical Neurophysiology Meeting

Topics for discussion:-
Training
Investigation waiting list (radiology, neurophysiology etc)
New patient referral waiting list
Staffing
MS service provision
Neurosurgical support
CJD surveillance

	1930
	Drinks reception/Dinner




7th November
Session 3
Dr Catherine Pennington (Chair)
	0830
	Registration 

	0900
	FND debate:  FND is over diagnosed
For – Professor Jon Stone, Consultant Neurologist, NHS Lothian 
Against – Dr Neil Ramsay, Registrar, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde

	0945
	What is vascular dementia? A Scotland-wide cohort study of brain imaging in dementia
Dr Tim Wilkinson

	1000
	Comparative analysis of the incidence, prevalence, and survival of 8 types of parkinsonism in a population-based study with 367 million person years of observation over 21 years.
Sacha E Gandhi, Katherine A Grosset, Prasanth A Iruthayaraj, Romel Gravesande, Lance Lee, Cathal Doyle, Yoav Ben-Shlomo, Donald G Grosset

	1015
	The NHS Lothian experience of Calcitonin gene-related peptide monoclonal antibodies. Transforming lives of people with chronic migraine
Iain A. Maltman, Patrick J. M. Urwin, Mireia Moragas

	1030
	Management of Kleine Levin Syndrome in Paediatrics
Dr Mai Alkari

	1045
	 SANS Business meeting – Dr Tim Soane (Chair)

	1100
	 Refreshments/Networking



Session 4
Dr Graeme Mackenzie (Chair)
	1145
	Late-onset multiple-acyl-CoA-dehydrogenase deficiency-like condition: a case series from the West of Scotland
Taylor Watson-Fargie

	1200
	Sertraline-Induced Myopathy - A retrospective review of muscle biopsies in NHS Highland to assess for historical cases
Dr Charlie Saunders, Dr Kate Taylor, Dr Alice Brockington

	1215
	Recognising SMART Syndrome: A Rare Complication of Cranial Radiotherapy
Dr Cameron Brown, Dr Emanuela Molinari

	1230
	Thrombolysis Challenges in Acute Ischemic Stroke with AF: A Case of Simultaneous Intracranial and Brachial Artery Thrombectomy Dr Meghana V Goud

	1245
	Disease modifying therapy prescription for multiple sclerosis in Scotland as part of the FutureMS study:  Data from the first 5 years of follow-up
Patrick K Kearns, Niall MacDougall, Siddharthan Chandran, and the FutureMS Consortium

	1300
	A voyage through memory and imagination – epileptic amnesia and aphantasia
Professor Adam Zeman, Honorary Professor of Neurology, University of   Exeter

	1330
	 Closing discussion and presentation of prizes

	1345
	 LUNCH 
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